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In 1992, a study was conducted on statewide 
enrollment trends and student characteristics in Illinois public 
community colleges. The study analyzed fall 1991 enrollments by 
college, full-/part-time status, sex, ethnic origin, age, student 
level, first-time/continuing stulent enrollment status, and program. 
Study findings included the following: (1) at the ena of the fall 
1991 registration period, the 50 Illinois public community colleges 
enrolled 368,475 students in instructional credit courses, 
constituting an increase of 4.4% over the fall 1990 term; (2) the 
number of female students increased at a higher rate than male 
students (5% versus 3.8%)? (3) 41.9% of the student population were 
males? (4) the number and percentage of minority students increased 
slightly in 1991? (5) the median age of students was 26.9 years, 
while the mean age was 30.5? (6) fall 1991 freshman and sophomore 
enrollments increased by 3.2% and 7.6%, respectxvely, over fall 1990, 
while the number of high school students enrolled in community 
colleges decreased? (7) the proportion of transfer students increased 
slightly to 4.7%, while the proportion of first-time students 
decreased to 28-4%, the lowest level in five years? (8) of the 39.3% 
of students in the baccalaureate/transfer area, only 25% indicated an 
intention to transfer? and (9) nearly 40% of all students indicated 
that their intent was to improve occupational skills or prepare for a 
new career. (JMC) 
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HIGHLIGHTS OF FALL 1991 OPENING ENROLLMENT REPORT 



1. At the end of registration in fall 1991, the 50 public community colleges 
in Illinois enrolled 368,475 students in instructional credit courses. 
Thi^constitutes an increase of 15,577 students (4.4 percent) from the 
fall 1590 term. 

2. The fall 1991 full-time equivalent (FTB) enrollment was 190,578 for an 
increase of 9,054 (5.0 percent). 

3. The proportion of full-time students enrolled during fall 1991 was 

30.4 percent. There has been a slow but steady increase in the 
proportion of full-time students over the last five years. During fall 
1991, the baccalaureate/transfer programs accounted for nearly one-half 
\49.0 percent) of the full-time students enrolled in the public community 
colleges* 

4. The number of female students increased by nearly 5 percent from 204,095 
in fall 1990 co 214,052 in fall 1991. The number of male students also 
increased but at a lower rate (148,803 to 154,423 or 3.8 percent). Males 
now comprise 41.9 percent of the student population. 

5. Overall, the number and percentage of minority students enrolled in the 
community colleges in Illinois increased slightly in 1991. While there 
were substantial percentage increases for nonresident aliens and 
Asian/Pacific Islanders, the numbers of these students remain relatively 
small. The number of black students increased 3 percent while the 
Hispanic student population increased 4.8 percent. 

6. The analysis of fall 1991 student enrollment by age indicates that the 
median age of community college students was 26.9. This represents a 
very slight increase from the fall 1990 median of 26.8. The mean age was 

30.5 in fall 1991, slightly higher than the fall 1991 mean age of 30.4. 

7. Fall 1991 student-level enrollment data indicate a slight increase among 
freshmen and a notable increase among sophomores in attendance at 
community colleges. Freshman enrollments increased from 227,830 in 1990 
to 235,226 (3.2 percent) in 1991, while sophomore enrollments increased 
from 62,848 to 67,634 (7.6 percent). The number of high school students 
enrolled in community colleges decreased slightly from 1,527 to 1,516 in 
1991. 

8. Forty percent of the students enrolled during fall 1991 attended the same 
college the previous term. The proportion of transfer students increased 
slightly (4.7 percent). The proportion of first-time students decreased 
from 31.9 percent in 1990 to 28.4 percent in 1991, the lowest over the 
past five years. The proportion of readmitted students substantially 
increased (26.4 percent), the highest over the past five years. 
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An analysis of enrollment by instructional program area revealed 
enrollment increases in all programs except for a slight decrease in the 
general studies certificate program. Baccalaureate/transfer remained the 
largest program area with more than 39 percent of the* students. 

While 39.3 percent of the students were in the baccalaureate/transfer 
area, only one-fourth of all students indicated their intent was to 
transfer. Three-fourths of these were enrolled in baccalaureate/ 
transfer programs. Approximately 40 percent of all students indicated 
their intent was to prepare for a new career or to improve occupational 
skills. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Accurate and comprehensive information on community college enrollments is 
important at the local, state, and national levels. This Information is used 
. not only to analyse historical enrollment trends hut also for planning future 
programs, curricula, financing, and facilities. Each college provides the 
Illinois Community College Board with data on each student enrolled in 
credit-generating courses. These computerized data are used to produce 
various reports on student characteristics and curricula enrollments in 
Illinois community colleges. Prom this centralized statewide student 
database, the data needs of both state and national agencies and legislative 
bodies can be met. 

This report focuses on a summary of statewide student enrollment trends and 
student characteristics in Illinois public community colleges. The analyses 
are based on fall 1991 opening enrollments for c red it -gene rating students as 
reported by the colleges at the end of the regular fall registration period 
(usually the 10th day of the term). These data do not reflect noncredit 
community education enrollments. Courses that begin after the end of the 
regular registration period also are not included in these figures. For 
colleges with two or more modules during the fall semester, only those 
students enrolled in the first module are included. Therefore, these 
enrollments do not include all students who enroll at community colleges 
during the fall term. However, these data provide a point-in-time or 
•snapshot" of fall term enrollment with counts that are comparable from year 
to year and from institution to institution. Further, they are comparable to 
fall enrollment data in institutions nationwide. 

For comparison with past fall enrollments, summary data for the last five 
years are presented. in addition to the summa *y data, a detailed table 
comparing fall 1990 and fall 1991 headcount and full-time equivalent (FTE) 
enrollments by college is included. Additional enrollment data for each 
community college will be included in the 1992 edition of the Data and 
Characteristics of the Illinois Public community College System . 



Student Enrollment by community co!7<?ge 

Fall opening enrollment for 1991 (fiscal year 1992) was 368,475, and PTE 
students totaled 190,578. Table 1 contains comparative fall tenth-day 
enrollment data for the last five years. The fall 1991 headcount enrollment 
increased 4.4 percent or 15,577 students over fall 1990. PTE enrollments 
increased 5.0 percent or the equivalent of 9,054 full-time students. Compared 
to fall 1987, current headcount increased by 13.7 percent and PTE enrollment 
was up by 18.3 percent. 
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Table 1 



SUMMARY OF OPENING FALL ENROLLMENTS IN 
ILLINOIS PUBLIC COMMUNITY COLLEGES FROM 1987 TO 1991 



It is important to note that community colleges' enrollments, as "grated 
in Pigurel, have grown for four consecutive years. In 1991, both headcount 
and FTE were at their highest levels during the five years under study. 
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Figure 1. Opening Fall Headcourrt Enrollments 
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Table 2 provides a comparison of 1991 fall opening enrollments with 1990 fall 
opening enrollments for each community college* Of the 49 reporting colleges, 
36 showed increases, four exhibited decreases, and nine showed little or no 
change (1*0 percent or less) in headcount* PTE increases were reported by 41 
colleges, decreases by five colleges, and little or no change by three 
colleges * 
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Summary of Pull -Time /Part -Time Enrollment* 

Table 3 contains full -time /part -time headcount enrollment data from fall 1987 
through fall 1991. The proportion of full-time enrollments increased 
slightly from 1990 to 1991. The 112,093 full-time students enrolled in fall 
1991 represented a 5.0 percent increase from a year ago and a new high for the 
five-year period. Part-time enrollments in fall 1991 increased 4.1 percent 
from the same time a year ago. 



Table, 3 



COMPARISON OF F0LL-TXHE AND PART-TIME OPENING PALL HEADCOUNT ENROLLMENTS 
ZN ILLINOIS PUBLIC COJWTOITY COLLEGES PROM 1987 TO 1991 
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Summary of Rale/Pemale Bnrollnents 

Table 4 contains headcount data by gender from fall 1987 through fall 1991. 
The male/female distribution remained relatively stable vith females over thir 
five-year timeframe comprising between the current 58. 1 percent and 
57.5 percent of the total enrollment and averaging 58.0 percent. The 
proportion of male students decreased slightly from 42.2 percent to 
41.9 percent. This is a reversal of a trend toward proportional increases in 
male participation that had occurred from 1987 to 1989. 



Tabic 4 



COMPARISON OP MALE AND PSMALE OPENING PALL HEAPCO0NT ENROLLMENTS 
IN ILLINOIS PUBLIC COMMUNITY COLLEGES FROM 1987 TO 1991 
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Summary of the Ethnic Origin of Enrollments 

Table 5 contains data pertaining to the ethnicity of community college 
students enrolled from fall 1987 through fall 1991. h comparison of fall 1990 
and fall 1991 headcount enrollments indicates increases among all six ethnic 
groups: nonresident aliens (37.3 percent), Asian/Pacific Islanders 
(11.2 percent), American Indian/Alaskans (7.2 percent), Rispsnics 
(4.8 percent)* whites (4.2 percent), and blacks (3.0 percent). While 
nonresident aliens had the largest percentage increase, the actual number 
retrains relatively small. contributing to the substantial growth among 
ncnresident aliens are changes in immigration laws that include educational 
requirements as one of the conditions for persons previously classified as 
illegal aliens to obtain citizenship status. The number of nonresident aliens 
could well be under reported since the largest district. City Colleges of 
Chicago, does not report students in this category. 
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The most noteworthy trend in racial/ethnic enrollments over the past few years 
has been the declining share of black enrollments compared to the increasing 
share of Hispanic enrollments. Proportionately , black enrollments had 
steadily declined from fall 1987 to fall 1989 while the proportion of Hispanic 
enrollments had gradually increased. However, as illustrated in Figure 2, 
fall 1990 ethnic enrollments indicated a reversal in this trend with a slight 
increase in the proportion of black students from 1989 (14.0 percent to 
14.5 percent). At the same time, the Hispanic share of enrollments declined 
slightly from 9.6 percent to 9.3 percent. Pall 1991 ethnic counts reveal a 
return to the steadily declining share of black enrollments (14.5 percent to 
14.2 percent) and a slight increase in the proportion of Hispanic enrollments 
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(9.3 percent to 9.4 percent). Although the proportion of blacks has 
decreased, the number of black students attending ^fj,, 8011 ^ 
increased since 1988 snd is now at its highest level since 1987. All other 
ethnic groups are also at their largest enrollment levels over the past five 
years: nonresident alien (with a five-year increaae of 105.4 P^cent, 
Hispanic (53.1 percent), Asian/Pacific Islander (28.1 percent), American 
Indian/Alaskan (16.8 percent), and white (11.3 percent). 




Figure 2. Minority Fall Opening Headcount Enrollments 



Summary of Enrollments by Age Category 

Pall enrollments by student age category for the last five years appear in 
Table 6. The number of students under the age of 21 has increased steadily 
from 1987 to 1990 but remained st*l>le from 1990 to 1991. The proportion of 
students under the age of 21 has dropped from 27.5 percent in 1990 to 
26.3 percent in 1991, slightly below the five-year average of 27.0 P**™"*- 
The proportion of students between the ages of 21 and 30 declined from 1987 to 
1989 but showed a steady increase during the last two years. The proportion 
of students between 31 and 39 has remained stable since 1989. After 
experiencing a decrease between 1987 and 1988 to Percent, ^ the P"**^™ 

of students between 40 and 55 has increased since fall 1988 and is at a high 
of 14.9 percent. Over the past five years, the number of students over the 
age of 55 experienced sharp declines in fall 1988 and fall 1989. Pol lowing 
little change in the proportion of these enrollments from 1989 to 1991, the 
number of these older students has increased 7.3 percent since fall 1990. Tne 
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median age of the community college population increased slightly from . M.J in 
Jail 1990 to 26.9 in fall 1991. The mean age also increased slightly from 
30.4 in fall 1990 to 30.5 in fall 1991. 
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321, 1§2 
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Ntftft AO* 


27.4 
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20.0 
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24.0 
30.5 



Summary of Enrol lmenta by Student Level 

Table 7 contains enrollment data by student level or classification for the 
p^st five years. Freshmen accounted for 63.8 percent of all community college 
enrollments in fall 1991. The trend in freshmen representation was a gradual 
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increase between 1987 and 1991. Preshmen enrollments in 1991 were at their 
highest level in the past five years as indicated in Figure 3. Sophomore 
enrollments increased substantially in fall 1991 with- an increase of 
7.6 percent. Pol lowing a decrease in 1990, high school enrollments have 
exhibited little change (-0.7 percent) in the past year. Unclassified 
students experienced a moderate increase (5.6 percent) after four years of 
decreasing enrollments. (Onclassif ied students are defined as students who do 
not meet minimum requirements for entrance as regular college-level students, 
including students who are enrolled in adult basic or adult secondary 
education. Students who already have a bachelor's or associate degree but who 
are taking courses at the same or lower level also are considered as 
unclassified. ) 
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Figure 3. Opening Headcount Enrollments by Student Level 



Summary of Enrollments by isnrollment Status 

Community college students are assigned to one of four enrollment status 
categories. First-time students are entering students who previously have not 
attended any college. In addition to first -time fall students, students who 
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are enrolled in the fall tens who attended college for the first tine during 
the previous summer are included in this classification as well. Transfer 
students are defined as tho^e persons entering the college for the first time 
with at least 12 hours of academic credit earned at another college or 
university. Continuing students were enrolled at the college the prior term 
and are attending on an ongoing basis. Readmitted students are those who were 
enrolled at the college previously but not enrolled during the prior term 
(excluding summer). Fall student enrollment status data between 1987 and 1991 
are summarized in Table 8. The proportion of students in eacn of these 
categories has fluctuated somewhat over the five-year period. Continuing 
students always represented the largest portion of enrollments over the past 
five years. However, the proportion of continuing students in fall 1991 is at 
its lowest level in the past five years. The number of first-time students 
decreased for the second year with a 7 percent decline from 1990. This 
resulted in first-time students representing only 28.4 percent of the fall 
students , the lowest share in the last five years. The number of transfer 
students increased slightly to 4.7 percent of the total with a substantial 
increase of 17.1 percent over last year. 
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Summary of Enrollments in Instructional Programs 

Table 9 contains a summary of headcount enrollments by instructional program 
area for fall 1987 through fall 1991. Baccalaureate/transfer and occupational 
students taking courses but not enrolled in a curriculum are identified as 
course enrollees and are included in the total program counts'. The largest 
proportion of enrollments occurred in the baccalaureate/transfer program 
area. This p.ogram area represents almost 40 percent of the total 
instructional headcount and increased in number for the fourth consecutive 
year. The occupational area experienced its third year of rising enrollments 
following two years of decline. The occupational program represents one-third 
of the total enrollments. The increase for occupational program enrollees was 
greater than that for course enrollees. The adult education program areas, 
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which make up 13.4 percent of the total enrollments, experienced an increase 
of 2.7 percent (1,315 students). at the tine census date enrollment data are 
gathered, most students have not yet been assessed as to_ which area, WE or 
ASE, the student should be assigned. Beginning in fall Iff* remedial 
students were reclassified to the program in which they intend to enroll, 
prior to this reclassification, the number of remedial students had decreased 
by over 35 percent from fall 1987 to fall 1989. fl» vocational skills area 
registered its first increase (2.4 percent or 616 students) after two years of 
decreases, but continues to capture decreasing proportions of the total. This 
trend has occurred throughout the five-year period under study. When 
occupational and vocational enrollmenta are combined, the net fa.l 1991 
enrollment gain over last year is 4,110 students, \e ^In 1991 ^o 

general studies certificate program eiperienced a decrease in fall iwi to 
1.3 percent continuing the downward trend in this area. 
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Enrollments in In etnffitional Programs by Full -time ^Part-time Status Table 10 
contains the fall 1991 distribution of '»"-"-» a "* ^Tfall 1m 
attendance by instructional program. Overall, 30.4 perce nt of the fell 1991 
community college students attended on a full-time basis (12 or sore credit 
no^s). * comparison of enrollment status among the instructional program 
Lisa. indieSsT that the highest percentage (49.0 P»^\ of M fu "^ 
students are enrolled in the baccalaureate/transfer area. Nearly 38 percent 
of the baccalaureate/transfer students attend college full time. A 8 "f 
iLr percentage (36.6 percent) of the general associate degree students 
enrolled on a full-time basis, among occupational students, 28.4 percent took 
I" least 12 credit hours in the fall term. In combinat ion, 
the abe/ASE students enrolled full time, vocational skills 
studies certificate students continue enrolling on a part-time basis— 88.5 
percent and 94.7 percent, respectively. 



Table 10 

PALI. 1991 OPENING FAIL BBADCOUNT ENROLLMENTS 
IN INSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAM AREA S 
BY FULL-TIME/PART-TIME ENROLLMENT STATUS 
IN ILLINOIS PUBLIC COMMUNITY COLLEGES 



Pull -Time 



Part-Time 



Total 



General Associate 



4,942 (36.6%) 
4.4% 



8,577 (63.4%) 
3.4% 



13,519 (100.0%) 
3.7% 



Baccalaureate/Transfer 



54,939 (37.9%) 
49.0% 



89,838 (62.1%) 144,777 (100.0%) 
35.0% 39.3% 



Occupational 



33,960 (28.4%) 
30.3% 



85,430 (71.6%) 119,390 (100.0%) 
33.3% 32.4% 



vocational Skills 



3,057 (11.5%) 
2.7% 



23,617 (88.5%) 26,674 (100.0%) 
9.2% 7.2% 



ABE/ AS E 



14,421 (29.2%) 
12.9% 



35,011 (70.8%) 49,432 (100.0%) 
13.7% 13.4% 



General Studies Certificate 744 (5.3%) 

0.7% 



TOTALS 



112,093 (30.4%) 



13,909 (94.7%) 14,683 (100.0%) 
5.4% 4.0% 



256,382 (69.6%) 368,475 (100.0%) 
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Enrollments In Instructional Programs by Gender , as illustrated in Table 11 , 
during fall 1991 females outnumbered males in every instructional area. The 
ABE/ASE program contained the highest proportion of male (47.6 percent) 
students. The highest proportion of females (65.4 percent) were enrolled in 
the general studies certificate program. The male/female distribution within 
the baccalaureate/transfer area (41.5 percent male and 58.5 percent female) 
and occupational area (42.3 percent male and 57.7 percent female) mirror the 
overall male/female distribution. 



Table 11 

» 

PALL 1991 OPENING PALL BEADCOONT ENROLLMENTS 

IN INSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAM AREAS 
BY SEX IN ILLINOIS PUBLIC COMMUNITY COLLEGES 



Male 



Pemale 



Total 



General Associate 



5,434 (40.2%) 8,085 (59.8%) 13,519 (100.0%) 
3.5% 3.8% 3.7% 



Baccalaureate/Transfer 



60,107 (41.5%) 
38.9% 



84,570 (58.5%) 
39.5% 



144,777 (100.0%) 
39.3% 



Occupational 



50,445 (42.3%) 
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ABE/ASE 



23,536 (47.6%) 
15.2% 



25,896 (52.4%) 
12.1% 



49,432 (100.0%) 
13.4% 



General Studies certificate 5,077 (34.6%) 9,606 (65.4%) 14,683 (100.0%) 



3.3% 



4.5% 



4.0% 



TOTALS 



154,423 (41.9%) 214,052 (58.1%) 368,475 (100.0%) 



Enrollments in Instructional Programs by Racial/Ethnic Origin . An examination 
of each racial/ethnic group's representation across program areas in fall 1991 
as presented in Table 12 indicates that the largest percentages of white 
(43.8 percent), nonresident alien (45.4 percent), black (33.4 percent), and 
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Asian (31,5 percent) students are enrolled in baccalaureate/transfer 
programs. The highest percentage of Hispanic (58. 7 percent) students are 
enrolled in ABE/ASE programs. Since English as a Second language courses are 
included under toe ABE/ASE program areas, the high percentage of Hispanic 
student enrollments in this area seems reasonable. Between 1990 and 1991 
their enrollment in ABE/ASE programs remained stable compared to a percentage 
increase of 15.6 percent in baccalaureate/transfer programs. 

Comparisons of the racial/ethnic distribution contained in the overall student 
population with each of the eight program areas reveal major differences, in 
the general associate degree program, Asian (11.3 percent vs. 4.1 percent), 
American Indian (0.8 percent vs. 0.4 percent), black (18.4 percent vs. 

14.2 percent), Hispanic (11.1 percent vs. 9.4 percent), and nonresident alien 
(0.7 percent vs 0.3 percent) students had higher representation than they did 
within the overall population. In the baccalaureate/transfer area, white 
students had a greater representation (78.1 percent vs. 71,6 percent) as did 
nonresident aliens (1.8 vs. 0.3 percent). Only white students had higher 
representation in the occupational area, while American Indian and nonresident 
aliens had the same proportion of distribution as in the overall student 
population. In the vocational skills program, two racial/ethnic groups showed 
higher representation than in the general student population: blacks and 
Asians. American Indians had virtually the same representation as in the 
overall population. All racial/ethnic groups except whites had higher 
representation in ABE/ASE programs than in the overall community college 
population. White students had a higher representation in the general studies 
certificate program than in the overall population accounting for 81.3 percent 
of the enrollments in this area. 

Enrollment in Instructional Programs by Age . Overall during fall 1991 within 
the total community college population, 43.7 percent of the students were 
under 25 years of age. As indicated in Table 13, the percentage of students 
less than 25 years of age by program area are as follows: general associate, 
48.4 percent ; baccalaureate/transfer, 56.7 percent; occupational, 
37.7 percent? vocational skills, 24.1 percent; ABE/ASE , 38.4 percent; and 
general studies certificate, 14.8 percent. 

Examination of each age group's representation across program areas indicates 
that over one-half (55.6 percent) of the students between 17 and 20 and 

44.3 percent of all 21- through 24-year-old students are enrolled in 
baccalaureate/transfer programs. The occupational program area contains the 
highest percentages of students in the 17-20 (20.2 percent), 
25-30 (18.8 percent), and 31-39 (24.1 percent) age groups. Approximately 
one-quarter of the students 56 years of age or above are enrolled in the 
general studies courses. Students 16 years of age and under are concentrated 
in four programs: ABE/ASE (33.6 percent), baccalaureate/transfer 
(27.1 percent), vocational skills (15.2 pe-cent), and occupational 
(14.7 percent) . 
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Enrollments in instructional Programs by C|P . A complete listing of 
enrollments by the Classification of Instructional Programs (CIP) codes for 
fall 1991 is provided in the appendix. Of the 144,777 baccalaureate/ 
transfer (1.1) students, 27,771 are Btudents taking transferable courses but 
not enrolled in a degree program (course enrollees). Among students in 
transfer degree programs, 72,567 are in the Associate in Arts, 41,107 are 
enrolled in Associate in Science programs, and 3,332 are in Associate in Arts 
and Science degree curricula. Of the 119,390 occupational (1.2) students, 
20,972 of them are taking occupational courses but not enrolled in a degree or 
certificate curriculum (course enrollees). 



Table 14 shows enrollments in occupational curricula with at least 3,000 
students enrolled. The associate degree nursing (18.1101) program was the 
fastest growing program numerically (817) and percentagewise (8.8 percent). 
Business data processing (07.0305) decreased 3.9 percent over last year 
(312 students) but remained the second largest program. Criminal justice 
administration experienced the second largest increase (6.9 percent or 368 



Table 14 

COMPARATIVE SUMMARY OP OCCUPATIONAL CURRICULA 
ENROLLMENTS OVER 3,000: PALL 1990-1991 
IN ILLINOIS PUBLIC COMMUNITY COLLEGES 



Curricula and CIP 

Assoc. Degree Nursing 
18.1101 



Pall 
1990 

9,263 



Pall 
1?91 

10,080 



Number 
Change 

817 



Percent 
Change 

8.8% 



Bus. Data Processing 
07.0305 

Criminal Justice Adm. 
43.0105 

Accounting & Bookkeeping 
07.0101 



7,930 
5,355 
5,823 



7,618 
5,723 
5,718 



-312 



368 



-105 



-3.9% 



6.9% 



-1.8% 



Business Adm. & Man. 
06.0401 

Child Care Aide 
20.0202 



5,376 



4,295 



5,129 
4,497 



-247 



202 



-4.6% 



4.7% 
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students) giving it a slight lead over accounting and bookkeeping (07.0101). 
The child care aide program (20.0202) increased as well with a total 
enrollment of 4,497. Programs with enrollments over 3,000 that have shown a 
decline in the past year include: accounting and bookkeeping f 07. 0)01) with a 
total enrollment of 5,718 and business administration and manage^sut (06.0401) 
with 5,129. These program enrollment changes are illustrated in Figure 4. 



12-fT 




Figure 4. Occupational Curricula Enrollments Over 3,000 



Enrollments in instructional Programs by Student intent . Table 15 contains 
fall 1991 student intent data by instructional program area. Intent data 
conveys the student's primary goal that he/she wants to achieve as a result of 
his/her studies. The intent data are self-reported by students when they 
initially enroll at the college. Some but not all colleges ask students to 
update this information periodically. An examination of intent data across 
program areas illustrates the diversity of interests and needs that community 
college students possess. Two goals represent the aspirations of just over 
one-half of community college students: 29.4 percent are attending to prepare 
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for a new or first occupational career and 25.0 percent are preparing for 
transfer to a four-year college or university. The next largest group of 
students, 10.8 percent, indicates that they w*uld like to improve their 
present occupational sKllls. The following intent categories were aspired to 
by less than 10 percent of the entire student population: the pursuit of 
noncareer personal interests (9.6 percent), remedying basic skill deficiencies 
(7.7 percent), exploring courses to decide on a career (4.3 percent), and 
preparing for the GEO examination (4.1 percent). Slightly more than 9 percent 
of the students indicated that they were unsure of their goals or that their 
goals were other than those listed among the seven possibilities that appear 
in Table 15. 

Examination of student intent by the various program areas reveals some 
interesting observations. Por example, one might anticipate that the majority 
of students in the baccalaureate/transfer area would indicate their intent is 
to transfer to a four-yeir institution. However, less than one-half 
(48.7 percent) indicated tils was the case. More than one-fourth 
(26.9 percent) indicated their intent was to prepare for a new career or to 
improve present occupational skills. While this does not preclude their 
eventual transfer, it is an indication that transferring is not their primary 
intention. 

Likewise, one might expect that students enrolled in occupational programs are 
there to prepare for a new career. Only one-half (51.6 percent) indicated 
this was their primary intent. Relatively, 14.2 percent of the occupational 
students enrolled with the intent of improving their present occupational 
skills. Among occupational students, 12.5 percent intend to transfer to a 
four-year institution. 

Students in the vocational skills curricula are often thought of as primarily 
interested in short-term training to improve their occupational/job-related 
skills. Less than one-half (43.9 percent) of the vocational skills students 
listed this as their intent. Other large contingents of vocational students 
are preparing for a new or first career (18.5 percent) and pursuing noncareer 
personal interests/hobbies (14.1 percent). 

♦ 

Less than one-half (44.0 percent) of the adult education (ABE/ASE) students 
listed remedying basic skill deficiencies as their reason for attending. 
Preparing to take the GED was the intent of over one-fifth of the ABE/ASE 
students. 

More than one-half (57.2 percent) of the general studies certificate enrollees 
are pursuing noncareer personal interests. 

This examination of intent by program area indicates the diversity of 
community college students' aspirations. Furthermore, little more than 
one-half of the students in any program area are pursuing the particular goal 
that is most often associated with a given major. 
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5DKMARY AND CON CMS IONS 

Por the fourth consecutive fall* both headcount and foil-tine equivalent 
enrollments increased in Illinois community colleges. This is a statewide 
phenomenon vith only 15 percent of the districts reporting fewer students than 
were enrolled during the previous year. While the number of students may 
fluctuate over time, for the most part, the characteristics of community 
college students do not vary significantly from year to year. Most noteworthy 
among the changes in fall 1991 were changes in minority student 
representation. Compared with an overall student population increase of 
4.4 percent, American Indian enrollments increased by 7.2 percent, Asian 
enrollments by 11.2 percent, and Hispanic enrollments by 4.8 percent. Black 
student enrollment, which had experienced an increase of 7 percent in fall 
1990, increased by 3 percent this past fall. 

Also noteworthy for fall 1991 were changes in enrollment status. In fact, 
both the numbers of new students and continuing students were less than the 
previous year. Readmitted students increased by 82.3 percent going from 
53,272 in fall 1990 to 97,129 in fall 1991. Transfer students also increased 
significantly with a 17.1 percent increase. 

Accurate, timely, and comprehensive comparable data on community college 
enrollments are important on the local, state, and national levels. The 
Information is useful for analyzing historical enrollment trends as well as 
for planning programs, curricula, staffing, and financing. Through 
cooperative efforts by the community colleges, the Illinois Community College 
Board receives detailed student data twice yearly. The colleges submit 
computerized student data at the beginning of the fall term and again at the 
end of the year for each student enrolled in credit-generating courses at any 
time during the academic year. This centralized it^ent database is used to 
meet data requests from state and national agencies and legislative bodies as 
well as to produce the information for statewide Illinois Community College 
Board reports. 
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APPENDIX 



Fall 1991 Opening Enrollment by 
Two-Digit Program classification System (PCS) and 
Six-Digit classification of instructional Programs <CIP> Codes 
for the Public Community Colleges in Illinois 

(Source: Fall El Data) 
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CONSTRUCTION TRADCS f INTEGRATED) 


t 65t 


434t 


A99t 


to* 


203t 


213 1 


722t 


12 


419999 


VOC CONSTRUCT TRADE fRSE ENSOl-1.2 


* It 


19,t 


21t 


Ot 


31 


3t 


2At 


12 


470101 


ELECTRICAL fc ELECTRONIC EQUIP RtPAlR 


i 0: 


l«t 


1At 


Ot 


Ot 


Ot 


lAt 


12 


A70102 


PUS 1NCSS MACHINE REPAIR 


t Ot 


2t 


It 


ni 


Ot 


Ot 


2 t 


12 


A70101 


COMMUNICATION ElECTIINCL *ADIQ i TV) 


i 1E» 


iSOt 


lA6t 


lOt 


93t 


103t 


2A9t 


12 


A7010A 


computer Electronics maint e repair 


t 25: 


66 1 


B9t 


At 


36 1 


«At 


133t 


12 


A70105 


INDUSTRIAL ELECTRONICS 


I A?t 


SOU 


633 1 




2251 


2A»t 


880 1 


12 


A70106 


NAJOR »PPLlANCE REPAIR 


t It 


lOt 


lit 


1 1 


Ot 


lOt 


2H 


12 


^70109 


VENDING E RECREATIONAL MACH REPaI* 


i 3t 


12t 


15 1 


St 


lEt 


21 1 


3*t 


12 


A7O201 


HE A T» AC * EREF RIG NfcChf INTEGRATED) 


t 26t 


lA03t 


lA29t 


9t 


300t 


309t 


173Bt 


12 


A70299 


HEAT»A.C,t REFRIGERATION APPRENTICE 


t It 


dAt 




Ot 


2t 


2t 


57t 


12 


A 70 501 


INDUSTRIAL EQUIP MAINT t REPAIR, «£* 


t Ot 


lit 


12 t 


I'- 


23t 


*5t 


371 


12 


A7O302 


HEAVY EQUIP MAINTENANCE C REPAIR 


t Ot 


2At 


X*t 


ll 


7t 


91 


33t 


12 


*7O303 


INDUS T ECJIP NAINT fc REPAIR 


t lOt 


263t 


273 1 


7t 


89t 


96 t 


369t 


12 


A7030A 


fJlNE COUIP NAINT L REPAIR 


t 1t 


17t 


iSi 


Ot 


01 


Ot 


l«t 


12 


A7U399 


INB EQUIP MAlNT E APPRENTICE 


t Ot 


2AI 


2At 


Ot 


it 


1 t 




12 


A?©*08 


WATCH/CLOCK REPAIR 


t it 


21 


7t 


1 1 


Ot 


It 


8! 


12 


* 7 0602 


AIRCRAFT MECHANICS/AVIONICS 


t * t 


59t 


69t 


2lt 


53fc: 


557t 


E20t 


12 


A70603 


AUTOMOTIVE BODY REPAIR 


t 3: 


119t 


122t 


3t 


13At 


137 » 


*59t 


12 


47O60A 


AUTOMOTIVE MECHANICS 


: *$i 


lUSt 


Il5»t 


A? t 


93«t 


9bOt 


213*: 


12 


A70605 


Diesel Engine and truck mechanics 


t Ot 


&At 


SAt 


Ox 


66t 


b8J 


122 * 


12 


A70606 


In fcNG REPAIR (INCLUDES MOTORCYCLES) 


J It 


«2t 


A3! 


Ot 


31: 


31t 


7«S 



» rr 

H» C 

ID ft 
VD 

m o 

it 

M 9 
rr © 
9 



§ 

m 

10 



44 



Ot 
ro 
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FaLw. FV92 OPFalNJ ENROLLMENT 

Pfi> - 12 PAGE - 



p» cip 


TITLE 


t PAUT I 
t TIME t 
t FEMALE* t 


P** T * 
H*Ufc * 


PiRT J 
TIRE 1 
T0T*L* 


t fULt * 
T1H£ I 
Ff«*LE* 


f-ULL t 
lift? t 
#ULE * 


F«lLL * 
TlSe * 
TjTAL* 


TOTAL: 
t 


1 € 


470699 


AUTOMOTIVE APPRENTICE 


* z* 


70* 


801 


1* 


66* 


67* 


1*7: 


* * 


479999 VOC MCH/RLPA1RE9S tSSE EHROLLEE-1.2 


t B * 




1*1* 


0* 


2 * 


2* 


103 * 


A ft 


AAA « A 1 


AOACTlAllt. rkUCDiM 


i 0* 


31 


3* 


0* 


0* 


0'* 


3* 


1 ft 




ft DTftiT TC r TIlP ft t MiCT lur 


* 136* 


A ii0* 


55%* 


77 1 


394* 


471* 


10251 


1 2 
A ft 


ftAAl A* 


fltvnANlWAL v*ArilNv 


* 83* 


303* 


38&a 


29* 


163* 


192* 


67f i 


• ft 


ft A A >fl * 




* 321* 


202* 


5231 


105; 


1771 


332* 


B55* 


* ft 


Oft 


rANMffDr t ii puff tniip louv 


* a** 


93* 


167* 


25 * 


26* 


53* 


220* 


m ft 


ft AA 9ft ft. 


TVDCCCTTTl P . MAkCIID a P Aa* P H C 1 T 1 Aki 


* I7t 


8* 


25* 


0* 


0* 


6* 


31* 


A ft 


ft ft II? Of* 


f t TUTl flO ftOll V Bin TAilO A P fcl V f PI ft T M A If £ 
L i I nUvK wrnT irrlU l|;iiR ArnT L rL* InARt 


* 10O* 


2*>5* 


3951 


55* 


l*f * 


203* 


598 * 


A c 


ft An? MR 


pat KlTtftir BDCCC AOCD ATTHLC 


* ut 


3* 


33 


0* 


3* 


3 * 


0* 


* * 






* &* 


1* 


H 


0* 


0* 


0* 


1* 


1 ft 


ftS n ft m 


matwTlc trim ad cd a t i nw /m iru t iuc cuaa 
HAtnJnifc TUUV Q r fcK A I I UN fn ALrliNc #r9%rr 


i Z9 * 


4*2 * 


5201 


16* 


132* 


148 * 


MB * 


* ft 


ft mOIQA 
^ 0V7VQ 


)nCt> tit I AL 


2 0* 


7 s 


71 


0* 


11* 


11* 


If* 


1 ft 


ft ft A* A7 


TAA I A Mil ntC MAM f fclT 


* 1* 


* 


*5* 


2 * 


19* 


21 * 


46* 


• ft 


ft • ASAfi 

Vi»l#P 


HCLU Inv | Ml AflVf ftflU 3ULvrHtnV 


x 40* 


7*9* 


B091 


71 


225* 


2 32 * 


1041 1 


1 2 


ft AAA 9 A 
■t OV5 ft U 


Unite p t r fti rnwTOni t him run 


s 1 1 


20* 


2H 


0* 


1* 


1 * 


22 * 


• ft 


■Iny7 7 t 


MCT At uflfiE ftPPfiEftlTfrC 


* 20* 


**0* 


4601 


1$ 


10* 


11 * 


471 * 


1 2 
ft ft 


ft A AAA 7 


|LuCi dv nF-^Tf.W* PARfiTTAT f BfPATP 
tICKC Lr T UC 9 A I* 1 * t PMPH 1 LA l • ft "C"»IR 


* 1* 


Os 


2i 


0* 


0* 


01 


2 * 


* ft 




pi A I f S 
LA# 1 it J 


* 0* 


0* 


03 


0* 


1* 


1 * 


1 * 


12 
A ft 


ft AAftQQ 


PttFCTSIOtf WAR a: APPftPMTTf F 


* 0* 


4 * 


4 1 


0* 


0* 


0* 


4* 


12 
ft ft 




MTf 1 unfik AM A r ART fciP T MAkThtft 


* 0* 


2 * 


21 


0* 


22 * 


22* 


24 * 


* to 


489999 


VOC PRECISION PR0O CAES ENRL-1.2 


i 6^* 


35** 


*2ft* i 


6 * 


144* 


190* 


572 * 


1 2 
ft ft 


490102 


AIRPLANE PILOTING (COMMERCIAL ) 


* I ** 


106 t 


1X91 


i 3* 


34 * 


37* 


156* 


12 


49010* 


AVIATION MANAGEMENT 


* ^* 


5* 


03 


J* 


10* 


13 * 


21 * 


12 


490205 


TRUCK AND BUS DRIVING 


* 0* 


0* 


01 


i It 


53* 


AOs 


60* 


12 


499999 


VOC TRANSPORT CRSE ENR0LLEFS- 1.2 


* 2* 


34 t 


363 


0* 


2* 


It 


98* 


12 


500501 


THEATRE TECHNOLOGY 


* *: 


Z* 


&1 


2* 


0* 


2i 


8* 


12 


500904 


C0MMFRC lAL MWS IC 


* 1* 


A* 


3* 


1* 


0* 


1 1 


4* 


TOTAL ALL 


CIP 


s 50166* 


3^2 4^4 s 


054301 


16779* 


1518U 


339*0: 


119390 



■ill 



no CO 
» rr 
m C 

>o rr 

SO 

M g 

ft 10 

9 

rr 

ft 

rr 

ft 

S 



s 

a 
m 
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ERIC 



EEST COPY AVAILABLE 
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PCS 


cir 


TITLE 


t TART I 
I TIME 1 
IFEHALC* 


PART * 
TlHt t 
MALE : 


PART : full : 
TIME : TIMl : 
TDTAL 1FFMALE J 


FULL : 
TIME : 
MALE : 


POLL : 
TIME l 
TOTALI 


s 

TOTAL: 
t 


15 


200102 


CHILD DLVfc LQPME NT CARE I GUIDANCE 


1 1431 


156: 


*99: 


0: 


0: 


01 


w« 


15 


200103 


CLOTHING AND TEXTILES 


: 88: 




128: 


Oi 


l: 


l: 


129: 


15 


2*0102 


CUR. DESIGNATION FOR AGS* ACE, I ALS 


t 28b: 


139: 


4 27: 


21 : 


25: 


46: 


473: 


15 


240103 


CURRICULUM DESIGNATION FOP 1.5 


l 1273 * 


710: 


1983: 


164: 


207: 


371: 


2354 1 


15 


330101 


CITIZENSHIP /CIVIC ACTlVITY,C£»f-1.5 


t 793: 


3*9: 


1US: 


8: 


5: 


B: 


1194: 


15 


3*0103 


HEALTH ENHANCEMENT PRACTICE* 


: 210: 


130: 


348: 


8: 


0: 


8: 


356: 


15 


370101 


PERSONAL AWARENESS* GENERAL 


t 6430> 


3108: 


9538: 


177: 


163: 


340: 


967&: 


TOTAL ALL 


CIP 


J 9233: 


4676: 


13909: 


373: 


401: 


774: 


14683 



* 



47 



48 



FALL FT92 0F€NIM6 ENIDLLH6NT 
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PCS 


C1P 


TITLE 


I PAKT * 
t TIhE * 
JFEMALt * 


PART * 
TIME * 
MALe I 


PART * FULL 1 
TIME * TlHfi * 
TO T AL * FEHALE * 


FULL * 
TIHE * 
HALE * 


FULL * 
TIME I 
TOTAL* 


TOTAL* 
I 


It 


019999 


i$ CRSE FnR-1.2 VUC SK IN A6-1.6 


I 3b * 


13* 


51* 


0* 


2* 


2* 


53* 




0799?9 


VOC OFF ENR3L-1.2 VUC SML BUS-1.6 


* 25691 


1150* 


3719* 


5B* 


33* 


91* 


3610* 


n 


069999 


VOC MARkFT-1.2 MARKET S DISTRIB-1.6 


t 77: 


86i 


163* 


3* 


5: 


BJ 


1711 


i» 


159«99 


VOC TECH CR5E EMROLLEfcS-1.2 


* 712 * 


641* 


1553* 


91 


22* 


31* 


15B4I 


16 


IT9999 


MLTH CR5F EN»L 1.2 ML TM OCCUP 1.6 


* 1669* 


406* 


2269* 


262* 


32* 


2941 


2563* 


16 


209999 


HOME ECON 1.6 H f. InSTIT SERV 1.2 


x l<it( * 


49: 


lP7t 


2* 


0: 


2* 


199* 


16 


320105 


JOP SEEK /CHANGING SKlL/VOC SKIL 1.6 


* 9<»3J* 


56J7: 


1507D* 


1508* 


1072* 


2560: 


17650* 


16 


409999 


VOC PRECISION PROD CRES FNRL-1.2 


* 1541 


441 * 


595* 


Bt 


41* 


49* 


6** * 



» ft 
h* C 

M 9 

vp rr 

MP _ 

"3 

CD O 

*1 ll 
fT ID 

rr 

g 

rr 
0) 

o» 

Q* 

»n 
19 

a 



TOTAL ALL MP 



1500D: 8617* 2361?* 1850s UQ7t 3057* 26&7<i 



1!» 



RIC 



5M 



UJ 



FALL FY92 OPENING ENPOLLlfiNT 
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PCS C1P 


TITLE 


t PART I 
1 TIME S 
t FEMALE s 


PART t 
TIME I 
MALI * 


PART 1 FULL I 
TIME 1 TINS * 
TOTAl t FEMALE s 


FULL I 
TIME s 
MALE » 


FULL 1 
TIME 1 
TOTALS 


s 

TOTALS 

s 


I? 320101 


BASIC SJClLLf&EN PCS 1.4-l.M.S 


i 12070s 


1H45S 


23523 » 3504 I 


3352t 


6858 s 


30381s 


TOTAL ALL 


tlP 


: l?078i 


114*4t 


23523 s 35061 


3>52» 


• 858* 


30381 



0 



52 



51 



FALL FY92 OPENING ENROLLMENT 

PCi • IB PAGE 



PCS C1P 


TI TL£ 


* PART s 
I TIME * 

* FEHALfc * 


part * 

TINS : 
MALI * 


PART I POLL 1 
HUE * TIME * 
TOTAL iFFMAlE t 


FULL * 
TIME * 
MALE * 


PULL * 

Tin t 

TOTAL* 


t 

TOTAL* 
t 


16 3201DI 


Basic smll»&£n pcs i.«.-i.7-i.b 


i 6650* 




ll4fla» 3bb2i 


19011 


7563* 


19051* 


TOTAL ALL 


f IP 


* 665 0* 


483** 


il*fid* 3662* 


3901* 


7563* 


19051 



1 Cff 
Q> rr 
M C 

m a 
m 

vd rr 

A O 

Z 9 

• rr 0 
9 

g 

rr 

5 

Qi 

<P 
3 

a* 

CO 



r>3 



9 

ERIC 



ERIC Clearinghouse for 
Junior Colleges 

JAW 3 il992 



ft* 



r>4 



